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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS : PFORQASA 

SUBJECT : AMIR OF QATAR TO VISIT SAUDI ARABIA 

1. RADIO QATAR ANNOUNCED ON MORNING OF MAY 25 THAT AMIR OF QATAR, 
SHAYKH KHALIFA BIN HAMAD AL THANI, WAS SCHEDULED TO DEPART THAT 
DAY FOR BRIEF VISIT TO SAUDI ARABIA FOR MEETING WITH KING KHALID. 

PLACE SOURCE, WHO CONFIRMED AMIR'S TRAVEL PALNS, TOLDS US HOWEVER 
THAT SUDDEN DEATH OF AMIR S HALF BROTHER (SEPTEL - NOTAL) MAY CAUSE 
POSTPONEMENTOF TRIP FOR "ONE OR TWO DAYS". RADIO SUBSEQUENTLY BROAD- 
CAST THAT AMIR’S DEPARTURE DELAYED UNTIL MAY 27. 

2. COMMENT: THIS IS FIRST WE'VE HEARD THAT AMIR TO VISIT 
RIYADH, BUT IT NOT RPT NOT UNCOMMON FOR GOQ TO KEEP KHALIFA S 
TRAVEL PLANS SECRET UNTIL LAST MINUTE. GIVEN EXTREMELY CLOSE 
GOQ-SAG TIES, POSSIBLY CHANGED GULF SECURITY SITUATION AS RESULT 
OF IRAN/IRAQ AGREEMENT, CURRENT FLURRY OF CONSULTATIONS AMONG 
GULF RULERS, AND PRESISTENT TALK ABOUT GULF SUMMIT, GULF SECURITY 
PACT, AND GULF UNITY, KHALIFA'S DESIRE TO VISIT RIYADH UNDER- 
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STAND ABLE. AMIR IS KNOWN TO BE BEARISH ABOUT RECENT MOVEMENTS 
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IN REGION, AND APPARENTLY WANTS TO CHECK THINGS OUT WITH SAUDI 
BIG BROTHERS FROM WHOM HE ACCUSTOMED TO TAKE GUIDANCE. IN 
ADDITION, IT WILL ALSO BE HIS FIRST OPPORTUNITY TO ASSDJS NEW 
LEADERSHIP TEAM IN KINGDOM SINCE HIS ATTENDANCE AT KING FAISAL'S 
FUNERAL. 
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